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In the economic sphere Gandhiji stands for the self-suffi-
ciency of the country and even of villages except for such
foreign things as are needed for the growth of the people.87 To
quote him, "The broad definition of swadeshi is the use of all
home-made articles to the exclusion of foreign things, in so far
as such use is necessary for the protection of home industries,
more specially those industries without which India will become
pauperized."88 "To reject foreign manufactures merely because
they are foreign, and to go on wasting national time and money
in the promotion in one's country of manufactures for which
it is not suited would be criminal folly, and a negation of the
swadeshi spirit."89
Thus he is not against all international trade, though he
holds that imports should be limited to things which are neces-
sary for our growth but which India cannot herself produce and
exports to things of real benefit to foreigners.90
Swadeshi demands the exclusion of all foreign cloth. India
can, as she once did, manufacture all the cloth of her require-
ment. Besides, in an agricultural country like India khadi is a
universal subsidiary industry on which the semi-starved and
semi-employed peasants can depend to eke out their scanty in-
come. Besides, khadi is the symbol of decentralized economy.
This is why Gandhiji considers khadi "a necessary and the most
important corollary of the principle of swadeshi" and "the first
indispensable step towards the discharge of swadeshi dharma
towards society."91 He observed in 1947, "Immediately after my
return to India in 1915 I discovered that the centre of swadeshi
lay in khadi. If khadi goes, I contended even then, there is no
87 Gandhiji's views on this aspect of swadeshi seem to have undergone
an evolution. A study of, his famous address on swadeshi delivered at the
Missionary Conference, Madras (1916), shows that he then stood for com-
plete self-sufficiency of the country and its economic isolation from the rest
of the world. Referring to India's external trade he said, "If not an article
of commerce had been brought from outside India, she should be today a
land flowing with milk and honey. . .she can live for herself only if she
produces and is helped to produce everything for her requirement within
her own borders." Speeches, p. 278.
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